84           AMERICAN LITERATURE
his everyday life to his American environ-
ment. During his forty years on earth he suf-
fered intensely, and, though extravagant in
its romantic self-pity, there is some auto-
biographical truth in his lament:
Know them the secret of a spirit
Bow'd from its wild pride into shame.
O yearning heart! I did inherit
Thy withering portion with the fame,
The searing glory which hath shone
Amid the jewels of my throne,
Halo of Hell!
Poe was the child of a Marylander, disowned
by his family for adopting the stage as a
career, and of an English actress. Orphaned
at an early age, he was taken into the family
of John Allan, a wealthy Richmond mer-
chant, supremely unfitted to understand his
ward's poetic temperament. After a stay with
the Allans in England from 1815 to 1820, he
became for a year a student at the University
of Virginia, where were apparent not only
his talents in mathematics and poetry, but
also the dangerous instability of his character.
The immediate result of his dismissal for
gambling debts was a conclusive quarrel with
his guardian. There followed a period of
wandering, during which he served in the
United States Army under an assumed name
and as a cadet at West Point, from which he
was evicted in 1831. The clue to the nature
of Poe's genius is probably given, in spite of
the popularity of his tales, and the recent em-